comffunication from ‘God, aaa thon: 
to convince us that’ Ged did speak by 
him—shoull say to a dead man, arise! 
and :he should rise up. Or he should 
command the elements,and they should 
obey him, the winds should cesse to 
blow, and the waters to flow; these 
miracles done, would be sufficient evi- 
denee that God spoke by him: ‘But’ 
publiely, in the presence tienda: 
and foes,that there might be no grousd. 
for cavil. And these miracles would: 
need to be continued until the revela- 
tion was completed, and no longer. _ 

_ Now my Brother I believe in a plan: 
of salvation, devised in heaven, and re-. 
| vealed to the world, .by individuals: 
chosen: and commissioned for that pur-. 


The Following communications = 
been handed'to us for publication, we 
pave given. them entire. Truth can 

loose nothing by investigation, and er- 
ror cannot gain any thing. 

[twas with pleco: 
ure that I read yours of the 16th Au- 
gust, and shall now, with equal pleas- 
ure, éxamine some of its most impor- 
‘tant features. 

You say “the plan of ‘salvation 
was devised: in Heaven,” I say so too; 

lI. You say “‘that that plan was on the 
principle of revelations, miracles,” dc. 
And that plan yousay ‘ utterly deny,’’| 

_I presume you think but ‘you are 
mistaken. 

Now my Brother, 1 say to you, that 
that plan of salvation which was devis- 
ed in heaven, would. always have re- 
mained in heaven had it not*been 
made known to men by revelation.— 
There no other way they? eould 
Jearn it, Hyman wisdom cou d never 
have so — ‘out, and the book of na- 
ture could never have taught it. — 

The design of revelation was, then, 
1. To make known the being of God, 
2. To make-known his will, and 3. To 
make known the uence of doing, 
or not doing his will. T:wo queries now 
arise, 1. How was this revelation made 
to men? 2. ‘How ean we know that it 
asa revelation from God? 

How was the revelation made to 
men? Was it-made directly to every 
individual for whose benefit it was de- 
° ed? Or was it made to individuals, 
_ who were chosen and commissioned to} 

ineteian the rest of mankind? That it 
was not made to every individual it 
needs no argument to prove. «It fol-/« 

Jows then that it-was made by individ-| { 
-uais chosen and. commissioned in- 
struct the rest of ‘the human family.-—|t 
‘On their veracity then are we depend- 
ant, fot our knowledge of the way of} 

salvation. : i 

II. How can wo. know thet ‘their| 
communication is a revelation 


| God? Wil their bare assertion satisfy f 


oses and the Prophets, Jesus Christ: 
and the Apostles,—And. those individu-» 
als sustained their pretensions by mer 
ny, and splendid miracles. 

Moses delivered his 
sustained it by miracles to:the satisfac- : 
tion ofthe Hebrews, and to the confu-— 
sion of their enemies. . Jesus: 
and his Apostles revealed the ‘ 
and the whole .Gospel;:.and backed: it: 
up by the most splendid miracles:ever, 

wrought. winds and.:the the 
dead, and the devils; all: obeyed them. » F 
And when their revelation: was com: 
| pleted, the. Gospel fully revealed, their... 4 


But evidence will. -satis-} You ou that-you are that the: 
fy? ‘Nothing short of a miracle can.—} Bible should be the test. Tothe Bible. § § 


4 


—And those individuals were, : 


made known, by the holy Apostlea : 3 

d Prophets. .Pauldenouneesacurses — 

those who should presunte to preach 

y’other. And | awfatly fear’ 

false Prophets, and teach-:: 

s, who are world. q 

gospel, ‘that which Moses.andthe, 

ophets, Christ and the Apostles never: 

nght, may God pity them and save : 4 

pm fromthe delusion. ©. © a 

Again you say “that visions,dreama,s 

cles &c. were given for the per) 

ing of the thatthey» 

nnot be perfect without them’? + in 

it Book,' Chap. and versb is it said 4 

Speaks DY + say tat visions, dreams, miracles, are 4 

7 4 


it is written—Paul says that “Apostles, 


_ Teachers” were given for that pur- 


_there to be revealed—Or what reasons 

have we to expect more revelations? 

And if no New revelaiion. is to be| 

wed? Now my Brother I am candid in| 

these and that you may know 
where 

tion, and in reference to the last two, 


more,revelation, consequently no more 


ed the first four questions eorrectly,.s0 
writings of the Apostles:and evangel- 


if we find the. whole there, 
after revelation, can be no part of 


admits after-additions. So the 


£ 


Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors and 


pose, Eph. IV. 11,12. But hetays 
nothing about dreams and visions be- 
ing given for the perfecting of the 
saints, 


L Did not Jesus Christ, and his 


in the kingdom of God,—Aua- that I 


Aposiles deliver tife Gospel, and the| must come into that new worlt in or- 
whole Gospel to the world? 2. And did} der to be saved. Now Brother, if | 
they not receive it by revelation from|am wrong I am worth righting, and I 
God? 3. Were not the miracles they} am willing to be righted. If } am not 


wrought, expressly to convince the 
world, that they were divinely author- 
ised teachers, and that what they taught 


miracles which. they wrought, abund- 
antly sufficient to confirm the fact that, 
God spoke by them? 1. If they deliv- 
ered the whole Gospel. What more is 


made, Why should miracles be contin- 

am, I say to you, that Il. answer | 
the first four queries all in the affirma- 
I say,.I have no reason to expect any 


mi These are my honest con- 
victions, after much prayerful -investi- 
gation of the subject. 


Now, so sure as that I have answer-| 


sure, we find the whole Gospel in the 


the Gospel, because a whole can re-| 
ceive no additions to it of the same,— 
The whole Constitution of the United 
States was. given, at the organization of 
the Government,—Hence- it} 


whole Gospél:was-given in the days of 
the Apostles, and it admits of no addi- 


tions, or diminution. .Henee, when a | some 


the tles taught, he 1 s.nothing, 
he only that bo 
fore revealed, and if he teaches any 
thing which they did not, he teaches} 
mo part of the Gospel of Christ, for 
that was all taught before. It must be} 
then, “another Gospel,” And any 
reason to fear Paul’s curse. 
Now I wish. you and 


wisost of your Mormon 


safe, I am worth saving, and. willing :o 
be saved. AndI think that you are 
deceived, and many others, and I want 


from God? 4. And were not the/a chance to show you wherein.—And 


I am willing ‘o spend some time, and 
some-paper and ink to do it, whether 
[ succeed, or nt. And on my'part I 
say, if you, or any of your people can, 
and will answer my honest objections 
to your theory, I sball' be a -Mermon. 

ITamasever, Your . 

 Affectionate Brother, 


Elder O. Barr, 


Dear. letter 
written by you to your brother of this 
place, was put into my hands by him 
some time since, with a request that I 
should answer it. A press of business 
prevented me from doing it until now. 


I can say that it is witha degree of _ 


pleasure, that I-avail myself of the op- 
portunity ef farming an acquaintance 
with a stranger, by investigating an. 
item of our holy religion, believing that 
there is nothing in this world, which 

could profit us more, than a fuir and 

candid investigation of the subject of 
revealed religion: being myself a firm 

believer in revelation. 

Before 1 proceed to answer your 
four principal queries, I will notice 
¢ things said in the preceeding part 
of your letter. You say, “The de- 
sign of revelation, was, then, Ist To 
make known the being of God.” To 
this I must object, and my reasons for 
so doing are the following. Revela<« 
tions from God were at. all times the 
result of the faith of those who receiv- 
ed,them; for without faith it is impos- 
sible to please him.” [God] Now if 
revelations were the result of the faith 
of those who received them, this faith 
could not exist, without the persone 


tepcheps to make out. my errors,. ‘and 
| teach me a better way if you.can.= } 
d wish you, nad them also, to give a 
candid answér to my queries. Come 
: now, do not ‘shun a fair investigation, 
truth will suffer it, You 
think I am in error,—That liam not 
Barr. 
Sept. 22nd, 1835, 
| r 16,1835. 


it, had“p 


heard” is an apostolic maxim, founded 
both in reason and revelation. This 
being the fact, no revelation could 
come.only through those who previ- 
ously haa the idea of the being of God. 
_ With regard to the idea of the being 
ef God, ry ak doubtless been a matter, 
of tradition, since the creation of Ad- 
am.our common parent, who at his 
creation steod in tl of his 
God, and beheld him face*to face, and 
_ had the most perfect knowledge of his 
existence; :@fid having this knowledge, 
he commuhieated it to his posterity, 
and thus the idea of the being of God 
came among men. And this idea be- 
ing amung men, somé of them sought 
unto God by reason of the faith they 
had in the being of God, and obtained, 
the revelation of his will. a 
| You ask, “How was the revelation 
sgmade toman? Was it made directly 
to every individual for whose bénefit it; 
was designed, or was it made to indi- 
viduals, who were chosen and commis- 
sioned toAinstruct the rest of mankind? 
That it was not made to every individ- 
ual it needs no. argument to prove. It; 
follows then that it was made by indi- 
viduals chosen and commissioned to in- 
the. rest of the human family.— 
On their veracity then we aie depend- 
ant fer our knowledge of the way of: 
salvation.” 
If 1 uaderstand you in these last ex-' 
pressions ‘That we are’ dependant on. 
the veracity of some .men for our 
knowledge of the way of salvation” | 
- Must object to it with every feeling of 
gy heart. Indeed sir, 1 consider the 
impossible for’one man to pend- 
ant for. his knowledge of the 
way of salvation. The ate. idea that a 
man has of the way of salvation, he 
may have, by reasen of the credence 
he gives to the word of others;’* but 
his knowledge of the way of salvation 
depends on something very differen: 
from this. Nothing jess thaa a reve- 
lation from God directly to ourselves. 
can give us knowledge of the way of 
salvation; however st our taitb 
may be in it, still, it is a very different 
thing to have knowledge of it. 
‘While-I am on the subject of revela- 


‘on idea of | observe, 


3 


though there. ware 


personal 
of God. ‘For how they of God whom he gave 
of whom they have revelations to the world, yet it doce 


not follow of necessity, that those for 
whose use the revelations’ were given, 
had no other wayeof testing theiF truth, 
but the veracity of those through whom 
they came. ‘This would to all intents 
be staying ourselves on man, and make 
ing flesh our arm; which is strictly for- 
bidden in the word of the Lord. 

I conceive Sir, that the heavens 
have always been accessible to the 
saints of 
revelations would also te testimony 
to the truth of them by his spirity to 
those who sought it in sincerity and 


of the world, _were indebted to the vee 
racity of inspired men alone for their 
firm reliance on revelations. 


that their communication is a revelae 
tion from God? Will their bare assere. 
tion satisfy us that God s 
them? Isay no. We must have evie 


evidence will satisfy? Nothing short of 


emiah and rs; for we have no ae-e 


‘count of their ever working a miracle 


to, prove to the Jews:that their commu- . 


‘nications were a revelation from'God. 


other 
done it, they were justified in rejecti 
them as im rs, and ‘not sent « 
God. I think Sir, if you were to con- 
sider this subject. again, you would find 
fers in the old and new testament, you 
'have espoused an untenab 
in saying that a miracle is the 
‘way by which we can determine that a 


God; ‘for there are a great many thin 
in the scriptures, that the persons 
livering them never confirmed them by 


a miracle, 


The Jews on this principle, were 4 
surely justifiable in refusing to acknows _ ; 


Jeremiah as a'prophet of Ged, 
his communication, as 
for he never pretended to confirm them 


, 
servations: sulgect,—Let me 


tions,.aod by > Song reply to your ob- 


fa, 
= 


and that God who gave — 4 
truth. So that the saints at. no period 


You ask again, “How can we know =| 


dence or we cannot believe. But what | 


To the idea of our being confined fe | 
miracle,-to know that a communicne 
| tion was or is a revelation, I‘mustob- 
ject; for it’ would justify the Jewsin 
rejecting the prophecies of Isaiah, Jere 


The Jews must have found it out: somes 


= 
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communication is a revelation from. 


by a miracle; though he was gq 
‘abused by the Jews sad 


aa 
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one time cast into-a pit, at another in-} 
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carcerated,) but no miracle was 
wrought to prove'to the Jews that they 
were a prophet of the liv- 
ing God, and that he was delivering to 
them the wordof the*Lord; and if man- 
kind are justifiable in rejecting every 
thing as a revelation only what is con- 
firmed by miracles, they were surely 
justified also. 
This is a conclusion Sir which | 
conclude is at war with both your faith 
and practice, yet, it is fairly deducible 
from your premises, and the only one 
that can be deduced from them. So 
that your own faith and practice are at 
war with your assertion contained in 
your letter. | 


On the subject of confirming revela- | 


tions by miracles, you descend to par- 


ticulars. You say, “If a person should 


say that he had a communication from 
God, and then to convince us.that God 
did speak by him, should say to a dead 
man, arise! and he should rise up.— 


Or should command the elements, and} q 
they should obey him, the wind should 


_ ease to blow, and the waters to flow, 
these miracles done, would be sufficient 
evidence that God spoke by him. But 
these miracles would need.to be done 
publicly, in the presence of friends and 
foes, that there might be no ground for 
eavil. And these miracles would need 
to be continued until the revelation was 
completed, and no longer.” 
. <All the reply I wish to make to this 
- lengthy quotation is this. Where is 
;. tt recorded, that the prophecies of 
© Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, A- 
mos, Zachariah, Zephaniah, Joel, 
Haggai, Micha, with a number of oth- 
ers were ever established as you have 
gaid a revelation must,be confirmed, in 
_erdér to receive credence. I think 
Sir, you would be perplexed to find it, 
indeed there is ho such thing written, 
and yet, you believe these prophesies 
to be a revelation, and consider the 
Jews to haye-been bound by them, at 
the time they. were written, notwith- 
standing they’ were unattended with 
| the evidence necessary to give them 
_ the character of revelations, if your 


- ~ assertions in the above quotations are 


correct. 

_[ must confess Sir, believing as you 
do, I cannot see the consistency of 
your course. It does seem to me, that 
in order for you to be consistent: with 
yourself, you must exclude from the 


}canaonical books all those which have 


not evidence above required, andif 
you do this, you will certainty lessen 
the quantum of our revelation very 
much. | 

As to Moses and some of the proph- 
ets performing splendid miracles there 
is no dispute. Neither as to Christ 
and his apostles: but to use the proph- 
ets indiscriminately, it cannot. be done 
in truth; for there are some of them 
of whose miracles we have no account, 
neither have we .evidence that they 
wrought any. But the most objec.ion- 
able part of this assertion is the conclu- 
sion which you draw from them, and 
that is, because Moses and Some of the 
prophets wrought miracles, and Jesus 
Christ and his apostles did'so also, that 
from these facts you ‘draw the sweep- 
ing conclusion, that we are not author- 
ized to receive a communication as a 
revelation, unless itis confirméd by 
such miracles as you are pleased to 
mention. But to pass on to. your four 

ueries. 
They stand thus: “1. Did not Jesus 
Christ and his apostles declare the gos- 
pel, and the whole gospel to the world? 
2. And did they not receive it by rev- 
elation from God? 3. Will not the. 
miracles they wrought expressly to 
convince the world that they were di- 
vinely authorized teachers, and that 
what they taught was from God}— 
4. And were not the miracles which 
they wrought abundantly sufficient 
to confirm the fact that God spoke by 
them?” Qn these four principle que- 
ries you ask the following questions.— 
1. ‘If they delivered the whole gospel, 
What more is there to be revéaled?— 
Or what reasons have we to expect 
more revelations? 2. Andif no new 
revelation is to be made, Why should 
}miracles be continued?” 

In order to reply to these queries, I 
will in the first place correct a singular 
‘mistake, which runs through your 
whole letter upon the subject of: mira- 
cles. You seem to think that the ob- 
ject of miracles was to confirm revela- 
tion, at least take this thought away 
from your letter and what you have 
said would be without meaning. Now 
a greater mistake than this, could not 
exist in the mind of man. You talk 
about Moses and the prophets, Jesus 
and the apostles working miracles, to 
rm the scriptures as though-there 


| were no other characters in the world 
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who had wrought miracles but them. | 


that you had never duly considered] 
the commission given to the twelve 
apostles. Which readsthus. ‘Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature. He that believ- 
eth, and is baptized shall be saved, and 
he that believeth not shall be damned. 
And these signs shall follow them that 
believe, not the apostles, but those that 
believed on their word. They were to 
lay hands on the sick. They wére to 
take up serpents. If they were to 
drink any deadly thing it should not 
hurt them. Mark then dear Sir par- 
ticularly, that the signs were not to 
follow the apostles themselves; but 
those who should believe on their.word: 
there is no exception, here both men 
and women were alike included.—| 
These signs shall follow them that be- 
lieve, making no exceptions. : 
Now if Jesus and the apostles 
wrought miracles to prove that they 


were Messengers sent of God, and] 


that God spoke by them; for what 
purpose do you think those wrought 
miracles, who believed on their word? 
was it to prove to themselves -that the 
apostles were men of God? Not so 
most assuredly, but something else, 
and what was that something? Why 
to prove to the world, that they were 
the churches of Jesus Christ. Now 
Sir as you argue that there can be no| 
apostles and revelators unless they 
can prove their mission to be divine by 
miracles, 80, Gpon the same principle 
I argue that there can be no Church of 
Christ unless they can prove them- 
selves to be so by miracles; and the 
very same evidence which is brought 
to prove one of these things will prove 
the'other. And there is no reasonable 
man, who is conscientiously convinced | 
that there can. be no apostles unless 
they can prove their mission by mira- 
cles, but must also be convinced that 
there are no Churches of Christ unless 
they prove it by miracles also. For 
argue that the ancient, apostles did so, 
and the argument is equally as strong 
that the ancient churches did so also, 
and the rule will quadrate:it will meet 
al Cvery corner... | 
have~been_ no. 
to hear men ¢ontencing with’ fill the 
zeal of their nature to guard the world 
againct receiving any man as a mes- 
enger of heaven unless: he can 


| 


ets, 


them from the delusion.” 


gospel; but I also 


pleasing than consistency (I mean to— 
the candid mind) and no man can be 
consistent with himself, who says that 
he is forbidden to receive any man as an 


apostle unless he can work miracles, © 


and yet say that he is authorized to— 


acknowledge a society as the church 


of Christ, without that society having 
the gifts which were in the ancient. 
churches. 

After saying so much upon the sub- 


ject of miracles, I shall return to your 


queries. | 
Having seen then, that the power of » 
miracles as it existed among the for- 


mer day saints was of such a nature 


as to put it as much out of our power 


to claim the right of being churches of 


Christ as for us to claim apostleship, ° 
your queries will be very easily an- 

Let it be observed then, that there is 
no dispute, as to the apostles having 


fully preached the gospel, and of theiz . 
having proved themselves to be mes- 


sengers sent of Goc; but the point of: 
difference, if any, 1s this, that the 
whole religious world have departed’ 
from the gospel as preached*by Christ” 
and his apostles; and what the w&rld’ 
now preaches is not the.gospel, which 
wag preached by the Savior and his 
apostles; and that the whole religious 
world without excepting one sect, is in’ 
danger of the curse which Paul pro- 
nounced on the head of those who 
preach another gospel, as there is not 
one single sect of all the sects who 
preach the gospel that Paul preached, 
and the Galatians received, and as 


rist and the apostiés 
taught, may God pity them aud 


I wish you to understand distinctly 


that I believe as much as you Can be- 
lieve, that Christ and his apostles 
preached the gospel, and the whole. 
also believe .that it was 
little surprised to}a very different ‘thing from what is -< 


new preached for gospel in the world, 


Let me invite your attention té& some 
of the differences betwodén the goape! 
,prove Christ:and what is now proclaimed 


o hat . This mission by miracles; and yet~call — 
I should think from your wrifings|any thing and every thing the church’ ” 
red|of Christ, miracles or no miracles.— 
There is nothing in the world more 


save” 
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you said, so say I, “I awfully fear for “a 
hose false Prophets and false Yeach- : 
ers, who are publishing to’ the world 4 
| 


show me how this 
gan exist, and yet the two priesthoods 
>. .- be the same priesthood, acting under 


‘yet be.un 8 


\ 


in the wor | 
The first difference that I shall men- 


tion, is that of the priesthood. That 


gospel had a priesthood attached to it, 
which had the power of getting revela- 


- tions, and obtaining visions, as well as 


the ministering of angels. They had 
wer to administer in the name of the 
rd Jesus to the sick, and in his name 

to rebuke diseases of all kinds; they 
had also power to give the Holy Spirit 
the Jaying on of the hands; they 
ined revelations, not only for their 


@wn direction in the world, but for|p 


that of the churches also that they had 
raisedup. So that they weretruly min- 
isters of Christ sent forth to minister 
in his name to all who would believe, 
and by means of this ministry, and 
power, they could build up the king- 
dom of Christ among men, and estab- 


_Jish his cause inthe world. The gos- 


pel that men preach in these days have 


~ Bo such ministry or priesthood: the 


priesthood of modern times has no 


such power or authority. No revela- 
tions; no ministring of angels; no 


heavenly visions; no ministering of 


the Holy Spirit by the laying on of 


the hands; and yet, claim to be the min- 


daters-of Christ, acting under the same 
- Commission, and the same authority as 


they did. Surely the disparity is 
too great not to be seen by the least 
discerning. Will you be so kind as to 
| t difference 


the same Commission, and the priest- 
hood of the same gospel? For take the 
priesthood away by which the gospel 
was administered, and uf what avail 
is the gospel? the answer is, it is of 
none; for the gospel is only of use to 
men; when there is somebody to ad- 


ginisterit to them. 


leeecond grand difference is the 
lifferent-effects which are produced by 
the two. The gospel preached by the 
Savior and his apostles produced the 
most marvelous effects, the persons 
who wereadministered to by the priest- 


- heod of that gospel, found themselves 


in ion of something very differ- 


_- ent from the rest of mankind. They 
,- t00 could lay hands,on the sick and 


they would recover,.they could take 
serpents and they could not hurt 


they could 


potting 


4 


‘this is 
ceased, &: 


all thé of it wuold fellow those 
a it 


of seeing visions, of | proy beeying of 


enjoying the ministering of angels as 


well as matty other marvelous things, 
which are no where found amon 
those who embrace the gospel of Mod. 
ern times, but enjoyed by all those 
who received the gospel administered 
by the apostles. 

Now Sir, I should be glad to know 
how it is that the same gospel! can be 
preached by the same authority, and 
the effects be in every respect differ 
ent? The -gospels which are now 

reached possess not one single char- 
acteristic which distinguished the gos-. 
pel preached by the: Savior and hisa- 
posties. Neither is there the least re 
semblance between the effects of the 
two. One was attended by powér, and 
by the gifts of the Holy Spirit. The | 
other is unattended by power,.or b 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Bot 
those who preach them, and those who 
receive them, reason as you have done 
in your letter, to:prove that both the 
power and gifts of the Holy Spirit 
which always attended the gospel, are 
done away; but still contend for the 
same gospel thev. say, and for the same 
commission, and yet declare that the 
effects of both have ceased. This 
surely is marvelous, a great deal more 
so, than that there should be revela- 
tions in the last days. 

lf I should ask by what power did 
the former day saints heal the sick, — 
cast out devils, raise the dead, take up 
serpents, drink deadly things and yet 
not be hurt, work miracles,*speak with 
tongues, interpret tongues, prophesy, 
dream dreams, see visions, &c. &c.— 
the power of the. by which they 
did things, administered by 
the Savior and his a ri And this 
is what is proposed in gospel as 
proclaimed by the former day saints, 
and if those who received it did not en- 
joy these blessings, they did not re- 
ceive the blessings proposed to them — 
in the gospel. 

_ This then, is whatI contend for; 
that the l as proclaimed by the 
Savior and his apostles, and as writ- 
ten in the new testament has disap- 
peared with the ministry théeteof; and 
reason why revelation has 

the 


Spirit known no more. If-the 
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der of things would be on the earth 
how, as was then. 

You ask “If they revealed the 
hole gospel, what reason have we ‘to. 
| 7 any more revelation. ” 

- Let me ask a question in conncéttion 
with this If the world has departed 
from the gospel revealed by the Savior 
and his apostles so as to lose beth its 
ministry and its effects, how will the 

God of heaven restofe it to them ag:-in | 
but by revealing unto them that they 
are wrong, and showing to them and 
that by. revelation too, wherein they. 
are wrong, that they may repent and 
turn to him and obtain forgiveness? — 
Or can you show me when it was, 


that a generation of y;eople had aros- 


tatized from the truth, er turned 


back to it again without revelation be-| 


ing given unto them? 

Whe hen you auswer these questions I 
will answer yours. _ 
Now Sir, having noticed every thing | 
‘in your letter which I consider of im- 
portarice I submit it to your inspection, 
desiring that you would reply as ‘fully | 
as the case. requires, hoping that this 
- communication will be received in as 
goed as it written. 

In consideration of high respect, lj 

subscribe myself your friend and well 
wisher, SIDNEY RIGDON. 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS. 

Elder Wilford Woodruff writes 
from-Eagle Creek Benton Co, Tenn. 
I have ba on 8 persons since De- 
cember 1 

The following is alist of the differ 
ent Branches in my circuit, which ex- 
tends about 200 miles, 

Eagle Creek, branch, 15 members 


in standing. 
halklevel branch, 21 do 
Cyprus do (10 do 
Acadamy do g do 
Blood: River do 11 do 


* Taropen branch in Kentucky 31) 
_ amembers in good standing. 
Daymons Creek do 8 


Elder C. Rich writes from Eugene, 
‘Ya. I have soma; in the: 


were 


gospel, 
i. writes [rem Mox| 


baptized five and 
of the the 


cause 


‘of Oswego, laboring in the towns of | 
Mexico and Palermo, where I first 
preached the word on the evening of 


the first day of January 1836. I have 


baptized 13 since I last wrote. - The 
greatest.door is opened for preaching 
in these regions that ever saw. 
Bilder" 
Crooked. Creek, Schuyler Co. IiL 
The work of the Lord is still gaining 
influence in this place. I have bapti- 
zed 9 since I last wrote. The church 
in this place numbers a 
ing. 


| 
Is hereby gi 
concérn, that Messrs. T. B.;Marsh and 
others, denominated . the “Twelve”, 

‘while on their_mission to the East, last 
season, received a letter from the Pres- 
idency of the church -in which they 


were censured .for re neglecting toteach | 


the Church in F m Cattaraugus 


County N. Y., the necessity of con- 


tributing of their earthly substance for 


the building of the House of the Lord 


in this, place. The rebuke from the 
Presidency, (as the unde 
been infurmed) was predicated’ 


letter addressed by him, to the pails < 
dents or some one of them, stating that 


they, the Twelve taught no such thing 
The undersigned, although ‘actuated by 
the purest motives at the time he wrote 


believing he had stated nothing but the 7 
truth, has since become satisfied from ~ | 


the best of evidence, that, that particu- 
lar item in their instructions was not 


omitted as he had represented, he, | 


therefore, most deeply regrets it, bei 
sensible as he now e that he was the 4 
eelin 


the best of depressing 


spirits buoyant hope, while i in a 


field of useful a from 


CONRERENGE NOT. 
“Notice is: hereby iven, that a con. 
ference will be held at the house of 
Br. S% Utley Chalkleve-. » Benton Co 


Solomon W xam rites frown 


ven to all . whom it may 


of 


Tin. on the 28 end 
next 


aig 
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irtian reh 7 1836. 
9 a 
2 


pone 


France, according to the regular au- 
““thoritys and would step forward ‘and 


- gerve all things whatsoever [ have 
commanded you: and lo, I am with 
you always, even untvu the end of the 


Messenger and Adveoca 
KIRTLAND, OHIO, FFBRUARY, 1836. 


Jesus. 


-and compare the life. of the Savior’ 
with those who profess to be his fol-' 


“they have all gone out of the way, and 


-ertions of men to promulgate what 
they are disposed to call the gospel.— 
-.We see Missionaries going forth cloth- 


in temporal point of view. Query, 
‘are such commissions ratified in heav-' 
‘en? and if not,* can men with these 


presence; or does it merely serve. 
‘to moralize men? We leave this to be 
determined by our readers. 


‘France, would come forward ‘and pro- 
having no authority save that which 


he ha 


‘tions, baptizmg them in the name of 


or were they to the apostles only? No 


not fled with 


P 
readily excla 
a difficulty, God does not reveal him- 
self to us. How then can we know 
-.whether wé are ‘accepted of him’ or 
not? how can we know whether it| 


Tam the way, the truth, and the life. 


~When wo read the New Testament, 


lowers, and see the great contrast be- 
tween them; we are led to exclaim, 


none doeth $nonotone. 
We look abroad and behold, the ex- 


ed with the power of a diploma from: 
some Acedemy to disseminate glad_ 
tidings of great joy. Such authorities 
are good as far as men are concerned 


authorities be instrumental in the hands 
of God in preparing men to dwell in 


Again, suppose a gentleman from 


dute'a license for Judge signed in 


determine a case in the State of Ohio, 


obtained in France, would his 
decision be valid? No. Suppose we 
take the New Testament, and read:— 
‘Go ye therefore, and teach all na- 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the: 
Holy Ghost; teaching them to ob- 


world.”——Matthew 28: 19,20. Were 
thése sayings to us in this generation 


doubt they were to the Apostles, and 
to none else.. All will admit that the 
Apostolic church has fled into the wil- 
derness, and if so, has their authority 
them? 


an 


im the gospel 
it to God; but here is 


| would 


l we-go to get authority 
-one “wouldT 


be pleasing ts God to-preath 
the that the apostles 
and built up churches in the name 
Jesus, and did many mighty miracles, © 
such as healing the sick,’ casting out 
devils? &c. Paul saith, ‘**He that 
preacheth any other gospe 1 than that 
which we have preached let him be ac- 
Let us examine for a moment what it 
was that Paul preached, & how he came 
by his authority. Now the things that. 
Paul preached a things 
that Peter end the rest of the apostles 
preached; Notwithstanding he (Paul) 
declares that the things that he preach- 
ed he received not of mah, neither of 
men; but of God through Jesus Christ: 
he declares that he saw none of the 
apostles for three years save James 
the Lord’s brother. Notwithstanding 
the Savior himself had been on earth, 
and had taught twelve men alt things 
concerning his kingdom, and they 
oe rene same time on the ‘earth in 
full authority to preach the 1, and 
build up the kin om of yet, he 
revealed himself to this man, when-at 


‘the same time all things wére prepared 


and he had arisen, and ascended on 
high, and sat down on the right hand 
of the Father. Strange to say that 
‘God in the days of the apostles, should 
reveal himself personally to Paul, 
when he had given to Peter the keys 
of the kingdom, and had instructed him 
and the rest of the apostles, respecting 
his church and kingdom: but so it was. 
Thes@ circumstances demonstrate to 
us that God works as seemeth him 
| good, and revealeth himself to whom 
he will, and commissioneth his serv- 
fants, ina manner that dubiety can 
-have no place in their bosoms; but 
like the apostles can with all boldness 
declare the truth, because they have a 
perfect knowledge of it. Paul had 
not received his commission of man, 
therefore, he had no fear of man, but 
he féared God; he says, ‘*Woe is me 


if I preach not the gospel.” Where 
is the woe for a man of this generation, 
if he preach hot the gospel? show us 


aman thot has a woe pronounced up- 
him if hie preach not the gospel, and 
'‘com- 
missioned of the Lord of glory,’and he 
like Paul, will preach the gospel with 

wer and demonstration of tho ‘Holy 
shost; with signs following. . For he 


will follow him who‘gaith; “Jam the 
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become a follower of any per~’ 
son, we must become as’ he is, or do 
what he has left for us to do, the Say- 
jor says: **And this is life egernal, that 
they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus ‘Christ, whom thou 
hast sent. I have glorified thee on the 
earth; I have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do.” Here we 
would ask a question, where is the 
man that understands or can know 
whether hé has finished the work that 
was given him to do, without-a revela- 
tion from- God? Any man that has a 
knowledge of this thing must have a 
revelation. 
the Savior says; work 
that I see my Father do that I do.”— 
We have heard many men say, if a 
person is good and pious they will be 
saved in the kingdom of God. The’ 
Savior was baptized in Jordan by the 
hands of John; if he had been sprink- 
led by him,- would he have done the 
will of him who hath sent him? Judge 
ye. lam the way and the truth and 
the life. If we follow the way the 
Messiah went ‘we conclude it would 
not answer the purpose when we are 
called to account for our deeds, if 
we had stepped aside from the way by 
having a few drops of water sprinkled 
on us, instead of going down into Jor- 
dan and coming straightway up out of 
the water. Neither do we believe 
that it would be our privilege to claim 
a. seat in the celestial kingdom of God 
«with the apostles and those who} have 
come:up through much tribulation, 
when we have feasted upon the riches 
of the earth, and spent our days in 
idleness-and vanity, by worshiping a 
God of imagination without body or 
parts, or me substance, of our own 
formation. - It is a fact, that there -are 
as many gods worshipped as there are 
denominations, for’ instance, the Uni- 
versalists worship a god that embraces 
all the workmanship of ‘his’ hands in 
mercy, consequently saves all in his 
kingdom, good bad or indifferent. The 
Presbyterians worship a god that has 
created some for oe and others 
_god-swithout body or parts:--and ‘thus’ 

‘from We should 
haye but little or no hesitancy in Bay- 
ing, that we belicve all those who are 
true and ‘faithful to their creeds and 


§ 


+ time, ‘met® 
their expectations; 


Latter Day Saints 
worship, differs ‘ from ‘all: other gods, 
that are worshipped ‘in these last ’ 
in many Tespects, he is impartial, he is 
just, he is merciful, he is longsuffering 
and of tender mery; he judges all 
‘men according to their works, he gives 
‘all things that are calculatedto do his 
children, good as far as it serves to 
promote their happiness and gorify 
himself. When he is called upon he 
answers, when counsel is asked of him 
he gives freely, as it is written in his 
word. He is that God who spoketo 
Abraham, to’ Isaac, to Jacob, to Moses, 
to Isaiah, to Peter, James and John, 
and in these last days he has spoken, 
to Joseph. It is that God who never 
changes, who is the same ‘to-day as 
yesterday and forever, it is that God 
who has created the heavens: and the 
earth, and does his work by faith as 
Paul saith to his Hebrew brethren:— 
‘‘Through faith we understand that the 
worlds were framed by the word: of 
God; so that things which are seen 
were not made of things which do ap- 
pear. In short, he is the great I AM, 
that was, and is, and is to come.— 
Without faith it is impossible to please 
‘God. Therefore by faith we can as- 
certain to a certainty that there isa 
God, by faith in his word we can ob- 
tain a perfect knowledge of it: : “Ask 
and ye shall receive, knock and it 
shall be opened unto you.” If these 
promises cannot be fulfilled‘to us when 
we ask, what benefit are they to’ -us? 
If these. promises are for us, why not 
claim them? and be benefited by them. 
Is it possible for God to lie? and if it 
is not, will he not give us when we 
ask aright? and if he will answer our 
prayers, tan we not ask him ta show 
us the Way that- hé would delight’ to 
have us walk-in; if so, then no doubt 
he will show us the way his Son walk- 
ed in, for he saith: “J am the way, and 
the truth and the life.” For ua tavea- 
vil about our belief, when we have the 
word'of God before us, is folly in the 
highest degree; yea, it is worse than : 
folly, for it serves to: make us misera- 
‘ble rather than happy; it serves.tocon- 


ty’ of “hea 
fom e lize’ 
* “The God that the 


fact‘is plain, if God will judge us by a 
law that we cannot understand, he 


> 


‘cannot justify himself: but ifthe law 


covenants, and practice them with hon- 


is plain and we ourselves have pervert 
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_. wildeyness: Now if the church is in 
the Wilderness; we ask, where are the 


primitive: order? If. it should change 


ed it, then God will be justified*and | Christ or there; believe it not. Fot- 
we condemned. This generation|there shall arise false christs and false 
seems to act, in matters. of religion) prophets, and shall show great signs 
justas if this life were aneternity,and. |and wonders; insomuch, that if it were 
the life to come probationary. It|possible,gthey shall deceive the very 
seems so inconsistent for a man to dis-jelect.’”? But it is not possible for thenr 
truth, and embrace error; to|to be deceived. The elect of God will 
believe a lie, and reject the truth; tojask and receive, they will knock and 
spread falsehoods and suppress facts;}it will be opened unto them; they wilf 
to screen the guilty, and disregard the | inquire and know of a surety; they will 
cries of the innocent. Can it be pos-| build upon the Rock even Jesus; they 
sible that a man can be a disciple of| will seek until they find the good old 
Jesus, who assists fo break the laws of | way and walk therein: And when they 
a free'and republican government?— | get in it, they will know of a surety, 
The Savior saith; ‘I am not come to|that they are Christ’s and Christ is 
destroy but to build up.” If we build|God’s: whea this is accomplished, 
up righteousness we most set our fnces | there is not much danger of being de- 
like flints againts wickedness. The/|ceived by Lo here and Lo there. In- 
Savior taught ail, and expounded all|.asmuch as we seek with all our hearts, 
things to lis disciples, and rebuked evil} might, mind, and strength, we will 
doers with sharpness. Supposing: have but little difficulty in finding the 
_God should cal a man and commission | way that leads to eternal bliss: ‘‘J am 
him from on high'and send him forth| the way, and the truth, and the life.” 
to preach gospel and build up his| 
kingdom, and tle’ said servant should Kirtland, Feb. 26, 1836.: 
use the ‘anguage of the Savior; and} The several quorums met in the 
begin to say to this generafior as the | House of the Lord, to conclude the bu- 
Savior did to the Scribes, Pharisees|siness concerning the ordination of of- 
and Lawyers: what would be said of| ficial members in the church of Christ, 
him? we presume that- some of ourjof Latter Day Saints. 
good and pidus men, would do as did} O. Cowdery Orsou Hyde and Sy]l- 
the Jews, they would seek his life. vester Smith were nomirated and sec- — 
.. By tracing the history of the different | onded to draft rules, and regulations 
_ @ges, we find that when God sent|concerning licenses. Vote caled. and 
servants to warn the people, the first/ unanimously 
thing that was proposed was away| ‘Thomas Burdick was nominated and 
with such a fellow. The church of] seconded to officiate as Clerk, to record 
God was built up on the earth from/|licenses. Vote called and unanimous 
time to time, but never remained on} ly passed. 


the earth long at a time. 
The selfrighteous combined with the| Kirtland, Ohio, March. 3, 1836. 
The itty, | authorities of the 


wicked and ungodly sought the des- 
truction of the saints of God, and have] church of Latter Day Saints. assembled 
heretofore accomplished their object.— | in the House of the Lord according to 
All will acknowledge that the church; adjournment for the purpose of trans- 
of the Lamb of God has fled into the| acting business for the church Viz. the 
Presidency ofthe church. The Twelve 
apostles of the Lamb, the twelve High 
Counsel'o:s of the Church in Kirtland, 
The twelve High Counsellors of the 
church in Zion. The Bishop and his 
counselors of Kirtland, The Bishop 
anda counsellors of Zion, The seven 
Presidents of the Seventies, the Presi- 
the High ogre 
hange |. resident counsellors, of the 
m its:primitive order, how shall we} Elders, The 
know it when itcomes? May we not|of Priests: The President and counsel- 
Jook with propriety for the predictions | lors of the Teachers, and the Presi- 
the’ Savior to be fulfilled,in this|dent andcounsellors of the Deacons. 
Gay und generation; “Lo here iz}Opened by singing and Prayes, 


* 


disciples of Christ? We judge, if the 
has gone into the wilderness, 
and remains there, the disciples are 
_ there also; consequently this genera- 
- tion must be in an awful dilemma. If 
the church comes forth out of the wil- 
derness, then may we not look fur its 


ad 
Ps 
* 
> 
4 
ty 
+ 
a 


of Februa 
petter regulation of Licensing the offi- 
cial members of said church, made 
their report, which was read three 
times by the chairman of said commit- 
tee, after which an addition was made 
to the 6th articles, extending the power 
of the chairman and clerk pro-tem pore 
to actin the absence of the standing 
chairman and clerk. The following is 
_ acopy ofthe report of ‘a committee 


appointed by the authorities of the 
church of Latter Day Saints, assem- 
bled in the House of the Lord in Kirt- 


tand, Feb. 24th 1836, for the purpose 
of drafting resolutions to regulate the 
manner of licenses to the official mem- 
bers of said church which were to be 


presented to said authorities for their} 
al conference, or by the clerk of the 


consideration. 
Whereas the records of the seve 


conferences, held by the Elders of the| 


church, and the ordination of many of 
the official members of the same, in 
many cases, have been imperfectly 
kept since the organization, to avoid 
ever after, any inconvenience, difficul- 
ty or injury in consequence ef such 
—_— your commitiee recommend. 

1 That.all licenses hereafter 

by these authorities assemble 
quorum, or by general conferences 
held for the purpose of transacting the 
business of the church, to be recorded 
~at full length by a clerk, appointed for 
_ that purpose in a book to be hes in this 
branch of the church until it shall be 
thought advisable by the heads of the 
church, to order tr books anda 
point other clerks to record li- 
censes as above. And that said recor- 
ding elerk be required to endorse a cer- 
tificate, under his own hand and signa- 
ture on the back of said licenses, spe- 
_ cifying thetime when, and place where 
such licenses were recorded, and also 
a reference to the letter and page of 
the book containing the same. 

2 That this quorum appoint two per- 
sons to sign Licenses given as shen: 
said, one as chairman, and the other as 
clerk of conference, and that it shall be 
the duty of said person appointed to 
sign licenses as clerk of Conferences, 


immediately thereafter, .to..deliver-the}, 
the hands of the recording} 


® That all general conferences abroad 
ive eseh individual, whom they or- 


— 


man and cletk of s 
ting the time and place 


of such confere 


ence, and the office. to which the indis 


vidual has been ordained; and that 
when such certificate has. been forwar- 
ded to the person hereafter authorized 
to sign licenses as clerk of conference, 
such persen shall, together with the 
chairman of conference, immediately 
sign 4, license, and said clerk of con« 
ference shall, after the same has been 
recorded, forward it to the proper ‘per« 


son. 
4 That all officml members in 


standing and fellowship in the various. 


branches of this church, be requested 
to forward their present licenses ac- 


said conference, 


companied by a certificate of their vir- 


tuous walk before the Lord, signed by 
the chairman and clerk of the gener- 


branch of the church, in which such 
official member resides, by the advice 
and direction of such church to the 
clerk of conference, whose duty it shall 
be to fill new license as directed in 
the 3d article: And that all licenses 
recorded and endorsed, as spe- 
cified in the first article, shall be con- 
sidered good and valid to all intents and 


ranted | purposes in the business, and spiritual 
as afafiairs of this church as a religious so- 


‘4 


ciety, or before any court of record of — 


this or any other country wherein 
preachers of the Gospel are entitled to 
special privileges, answering in Fall re- 
spects as an original record without the 
necessity of refering to any other 
documen | 
5 That the reco ) 
to publish quarterly in a paper publish- 
ed by some member or members of the 
church, a list of names of the several 
persons for whom he has recorded li- 
censes within the last quarter. 

6 That this quorum appoint two p 

sons to sign as chairman and dak of 


conferences, Pro tempore licenses for 


the standing chairman and clerk, whe 
shall be appointed as nemed in the 2d 
article and also toactin their absence 


in signing other licenses, as | 

i article. 

Kirtland Fete. 1896. 
“0. COWDERY:) 


& ewrtifcate signed by the elrefr- 
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Upon | 


being: 


clerk be required 
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ND ADVOCATE, 


of thowame. The Teachers were 

then called upon.and voted unanimous- 
ty in favor of the report. The quorum 
of Priests received it by a iinanimous 
vote. The Bishop and council of Kirt- 
- land received it unanimously. The 
Bishop and council of Zion received 
it without a dissenting voice. The 
Elders passed it unanimously.* The 


High Priests also. The Presidents of} 


the seventies, The High counsellors 
of Zion, The High counsellors of 
Kirtland, The Twelve Apostles and 


In one of my private letters to you, 
some time since, I promised a short de- 
tail of a conversation I held in the ci- 
ty of New-York, last fall, witha vc- 
ry learned and intelligent Jew, upon 
the subject of the Messiah, and of -the 
return and glories of Israel, in tho 
last days; and owing to a constant 
press of business, since my return, up 
to this hour, [ have been prevented 
from redeeming my pledge. a 
For your better understanding, | 
will just say, thata part of my busi- 


quantity of Hebrew books,—bibles, 
lexicans, &c. and was referred, par- 


the Presidencies, all concurred in the| ticularly, to the gentleman, of whom 


reception of said report. : 
Joseph Smith Jr. was nominated as 

chairman and Frederick G. Williams as 

clerk. 

. Sidney Rigdon as chairman and Ol- 

iver Cowdery as clerk pro tempore.— 
The several bodies were then called 

to vote upon the above nominations 

which passed by unanimous votes. 

The resolutions offered to ‘the quo- 

rums on the 12th of February regula- 


ting ordinations were then read, when | d 


a decision was had after which they 
d unanimously. Council closed 
prayer of Bishop Patridge 


- Oliver Cowdery, Clerk 


._ Kirtland, Ohio. Feb. 1, 1836. 
Dear Broruer: 


- vored with light are bound, more or. 
less, to communicate, at least a, por- 


tion to their fellowmen; and as we are| providentially be disappointed in my 


required to respect our own flesh, the 
kindred ties-which bind the human 
heart are inseparable, in the bosoms of 
_men of God, and have the first claim 
in all cases where their salvation is 
concerned, This fact is so evident 
from scripture and analogy, that | 
need not occupy this sheet with argu- 
ments upon the subject. | 

not, however, under the 
cessity of saying to you, that. duty. to 


Iam about to write, for information 
and advice as to such as were gcn- 
uine and correct, as myself was unac- 
quainted'with that language; and in 
consequence of my frequent interviews 
during my purchase, and the kindness 
and warmth with which I was as fre- 
quently received, I must say, for a 
stranger { had become quite intimate, 
so much so that I conversed upon 
whatever subject I wished, with free- 


om. 

After finishing my business I had 
designed taking the ten o’clock A. M. 
boat, which intersected with the rail 
but owing to some little delay was pre- 


by promise, to call on my aged friend, 
the Jew, at 8 o’clock the same mor- 


Those who are fa-| ning, and carry some letters to rela- 
‘tives of his resident in Ohio; and at the | 


time, informed him ~that I might 
wish to return home via Phil’a. and 


sake, I hope you may not be disap- 
pointed; but for mine, [hope you may 
andif you are, you will return via 
the Lake, in which case you will not 
leave the city till 5 o’clock P. M. and 
if you are destined to take the latter 
route, I feel to press upon youto give 
me a promise of calling. on me again, 


wher, you will be relieved from con- 


the Lord requires you to believe this|cern and perplexity attendant on pur- 
particular form of doctrine, neither to | chasing books of so much importance, 
disbelieve the other, thave reason to | and we can more freely converse upon 


to, forsake that which 


end Teady to vanish away, or 


bi addressed me, excited in my boso 


if has:plez d God to of moment and interest.” 


Confess; thotizh Fexpected to 
leave at 10, yet ‘ the feeling manner 
with which this aged and learned Rab- 


spther, to exchange it-for that which 


now and cver. 


a desire greater than ever, to visit 


“ 
2. 


ness in the citys was to purchase a 
le 


road and stage line, to Philadelphia; 


vented. I had previously engaged 


Pittsburgh. He said—‘For your 
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‘im again, and accordingly gave. 
without any hesitancy. 

After =e the remain part 
of my’ business, I returned to fulfil my 
engagements with my aged friend; and 
after the usual salutations, seated. our- 
selves for further conversation. . I 
listened with intense interest to his re- 
lation of the prophets, and of the ar- 
yangement of the several beuks of tke. 
noly scriptures. Finally, it came. my 
(urn to speak, and |. addressed him 
more particularly upon the literal 
fulfilment of certain of the prophets, in 
substance, as follows: | | 

fou being a Jew by birth, and 
prought up in the Jewish religion, of 
course do not believe that that person- 
age, whoby many is called the Mes- 
siah, who was on earth some. eighteen 
hundred years since, was:the one spo-. 
kea of by the prophets, for whom the 
house of Israel looked, and through 
whom, or by whose power, they ex- 
pected redemption? 

Jew;—*I do not.”? 


Certainly, we are not to be held ac-|_ 


countable for disbelieving without evi- 
dence; but as an individual, . I-have a 
testimony, which with myself, amounts 
toacertainty. Indeed, I can say, in 
truth, that I know him to have been and 
to be, the true Messiah. | : 
Jew:—‘‘Very well, I do not say 
you have not; I cannot say you have not; 
but 1 can say, I have not; and I pre- 
sume there is no question or item which 
can be agitated upon that all important 
subject that I have not carefullyexam- 
incd; and from a close and candid pe- 
rusal of the prophets, have come to the 
firm conclusion, that I am justifiable in 
my belief. Yet, in saying this, do-not 
understand me to. have the least objec- 
tion to your’ believing as you wish-—- 
most certainly I have none.” 
Then you still look for a Messiah to 
come that has not yet come. 
Jew:—I do—I believe the prophet 
My aged friend, although as I said, 
that [have an infallible evidence that 
the Messiah has already come, and in 
_the precise manner which the prophets 
prescribe, yet, since you have affirmed 
that on them rests your evidence that 
he has not come, certainly I will appeal 
to them with pleasure. But first, will 
you be sorleidel a0 to answer this que- 


Admit, for a moment, your belief to 


Linterpret them. ag -I have been 


be cerrect—say.the Messiah has. not... 
made his appearance—that .all the 
héavenly hosts are waiting with that 
anxiety and reverence becoming supe- 
rior beings, to shout the fulfilment of 
the word of Jehovah. long since given 
to his holy prophets, that the Deliverer 
of Israel, the King of Jacob, has not 
come: admit this, and when he comes 
will he suffer afflictions of body, or 
death? 
 Jew:—“I -conclade not.” 

Then beso kind as to tell me the 
meaning of the following language of - 
the prophet Zechariah? ‘And I will | 
pour.upon the house of David, and up- 
on the inhabitants ef Jerusalem,. the 

trit of grace, and of supplications; 
and they shall look upon him whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for 
him, as Gne mourneth for his only son, 
and. shall be in bitterness for him, as 
one:that isin bitteraess {cr his first- 

Jew:—*“‘That is an incorrect trans- 
iation: here is the importance of un- 
derstanding the Hebrew Seriptures.”’. . 
I am not particularly tenacious upon 
this short text, neither haye. I time to 
give you my: reasons for believing it in 
jts presentform: I am wiling to pass 
over this; but you will be kind enough 
to remove a greater difficulty out of 
my path. Isaiah says: ‘‘Who hath 
believed our report? And to whom is 
the arm of the Lord revealed? For he 
shall grow: up before him.as a tender 
plant, and as a root out of dry ground: 
he hath no form . nor comeligess; and 
when we shall see him, there is no beau- 
ty that we should desire him.. He is 
despised and rejected of men; a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief: and 
we hid as it were our faces Resa him; 
he was despised, and we esteemed. him 
not. Surely he hath bourne our griefs, 
and carried.our sorrows: yet we did 


esteem him stricken of God and af- 
flicted. 
ts. 


Jew:—You must take this chapter 
in connexion with the one which pre- 
cedes it, and without particular refer- 
ence to the one we cannot come at the 
prophets meaning, ashe. wished to 
be understood, in the:other.”” 
I am. notunwilling.to connect the two 
chapters; and must further.confess my- 
self te be immersed.in mystery, unless 
accus- 


‘person... was -to be: 


mere 
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the prophet was not speaking this of 
himself; for he continues in the chap- 


he was bruised for our iniquities: the 


-Yhe Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 


‘with the wicked, and with the. rich in 


yy in my mind isin part solved, at 


gin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 


ex Gop, Tus Farare, 


Pace or Peace.” in it is|the 
said, Po. 3:7, this | ing completed—a cloud will go before 


‘than any man, and his form more than |day have I begotten thee.” Micah alse 


the sonsofmen, ‘|says, 5:2, *‘But thou, Bethlehern Eph 
Ie to me, ard ever has, that thos. 


tah, though thou art little among the thoy. 
sands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto'me that is to be Ruler 
in Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlasting.” 
From those anciemt inspired men we 
learn the fact, that, not only a Son was 
to be sent; but that that Som was to bg 
: no less than an everlasting Father, ¢ 
No one, possessing mere humé@nity | mighty God, a Prince of peace! that 
eould be required to bear such afflic-}from Bethlehem this illustrious person 
tion. . Indeed, it would be altogether jage was to come forth, and when he 
useless, as the language is so broad that | should come forth, was to be lead as 
it at least includes a nation—*‘All we |sheep to the slaughter, be numbered 
like sheep, have gone astray; we have/with transgressors, bear the sins of 
turned every one to his own way; and | many, and be smitten for the children of 
ren; but suffer this affliction to make 
intercession -for the transgressors. 
if I am to believe.all spoken 
by these holy men, consider myself 
ametiable before the bar of Jehovah 
for every jot and tittle of the same, and 
then say that the Son of God, (for such 
I must call him, according tothe Psalm 
ist, ) was not to suffer afflictions of o- 
dy, to maké intercession for his peo- 
ple. I do most sincerely hope, that some 
one, more wise than myself, widl in- 
struct me in the way of teath and con 
vert me from the error of my way.— 
For I do believe in the literal fulfilment 
of the prophets, -to a word:—For as 
c°rtainly as | believethat God lead Isre- 
el from sah by his outstretched arm, 
with power and majesty, and placed 
him in the land of Canaan, so dol 
believe that he will bring him from the 
land of the north, from the, midst of. 
the eafth, and from the islands of the 


ter first commenced, and says. ‘But 
he was wounded for our transgressions, 


ehastisement of our peace was upon 
him; and by his stripes we are hesl- 
ed. 


ofus all. He was oppressed and he 
was afflicted; yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not 
his mouth.” 
The figure isa plain one, as will ap- 
rin the chapter, ofan offering like a 

b that an atonement must be made 
for men; and to suppose the person.here 
spoken of to be a mere man, would be 
saying at once, that one mafi cfn atone, 
by his blood, for the sins of another, 
and also the power to come 
forth from the dead; for this character 
was to be ‘‘cut off out of the land of 
the living, he was to make his grave 


his death;” and after this he was to see 
of the travail of his soul and be satis- 
fied; because he had poured out his soul 
unto dcath,—he was to divide the . | 
spoil with the strong.” | seas, and give them that country which 
If lam to admit that this individual | he promised to their father Abraham. Or 
was a man, then perhaps the great que-| I believe he will say to the north, Give 
up. and tothe south, Keep not back! 
jeast, so far 2s this chapter is concern-|bring my sons from afar, and my 
ed; but, thereare still serious obstacles, daughters from the ends of the earth. 
and I shall be under the necessity of|I believe, that so great will be the favor 
soliciting your aid in removing them. | manifest to that long afflicted people, 
We read, Isa. 7:14, ‘‘Behold, a vir-| that ten men will take hold of the 
skirt of a Jew, in all nations where 
hall call his name Immanuel.” This, | they have been driven, and say, ‘*We 
all will agree, in short, means God.—/| will go with vou; for we have learned 
It is also‘said Isa. 9:6, ‘For unto us| that God is with you.” And that so 
a child is born, unto usa -Son is given; | eager wu! be — to assist that pev- 
and the government shall be upon his/|ple, that they will carry them upon 
ghoulde?t: and his name shall be called} horses, in chariots, in litters, upon 
mules and swift beasts. | believe also, 

that great glory will be shown when 
the return of the house of Jacob is be- 
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day;and « pillar of fire by 
will utterly destroy the 
tongue 0 
his Fond over the river and causé men to 
over ondry ground. And I further 
lieve, that all nations will be assem- 
bled against Jerusalem to battle, and at 
that critical and distressing moment, 
‘the Lord God will make his appear- 
ance,—when-his feet will stand upon 
the mount of Olives, and that mount 
be separated, and a valley be left.— 
After which I also believe, that he 
will show himself to his people, of the 
house of Israel; they look on him 
whom they have pierced, see the 
wounds in his hands and in his side, 
and acknowledge him to be their Lord 
and their‘Messiah! 
You see, then my belief concerning’ 
the Messiah.—that he has once come, 
and that he will come again; that Isra- 
elias once been gathered, and ‘That 
he will be gathered again, and that all 
who will not turn from the plain dec- 
laration of the prophets, (as the great 
day of God’s power is near,) will be 
watching for the glorious time long 
since shown to the fathers. — | 
The time having nearly expired, I 
gave my aged friend the parfing hand 
when with tears he bad me farewell 
and God » saying; that if we dif- 
fered relative to the first coming of the 
Messiah, we agreed concerning his 
second coming and the return of Isra- 
el, which last tWo items were his hope 
and his all. 
Excuse haste and imperfections, and 
believe me to be as ever,—most sin- 
eerely, your brother, 


Elder F. Nickerson writes from 
Yarmouth Mass. I left Cataraugus Co. 
the last of November, and journeyed 
us far east as Cape Cod, and taught all 
by the way. of the glorious things of the 
kingdom, which God has been pleased 
to reveal in theselast days. Held sev- 
eral meetings by the way, and many 
seemed to be convinced of the truth, 
this 1 judge frem the inquiries that} 
were made. Had many opportunities 
with those who profess to be the great 
men of the earth; and many ministers 
socalled. I can freely say the Spirit} 
of the Lord has been with me. _ 
__ Since I arrived at Cape Cod, I 
have held 24 public meetings; the peo- 
ble have been very attentive. I have 
held two rosetings in a Methodist 


fthe Egyptian sea, and shake} 


in 


and the remainder in a school and pri- _ 
vate houses. 
1 have baptized 6 in this place, and 
there are many ‘more convinced, and 
seemingly ready to obey the command- 
ments with their whole hearts. My 
brethren according to the flesh are ve~ 
ry rich as to this world’s goods, and 
have, built a ‘very elegant meeting 
house in the Orthodox order, a few 
of the members have a form of God- 
liness, but aH deny the power. thereof: 
and the minister over them is very 
hard. 

Ihave taken much pains in all my 
movements, and 2 of the 3 have conde- 
scended to gsk me to pray with them; | 
I have great anxiety for them and all 
people. After I arrived here the 

ethodist and Orthodox opened pro« 
tracted meetings which continue yet, 
and the first men in the place came 
with their carriages and carried the 
people 4 or 5 miles, so as to have them 
hear. Cape Cod is much stirred up, 
there is more use for dibles, than be- 
foreIl came. — 

1 was at one of their protracted 
meetings by agreement, that I should . 
people: Dut after t together, 
they said I should i 

After this, two came forward and of- 
fered themselves as .candidates for 
baptism, one was a Methodist in high 
standing. { requested one hour tu 
set forth the gospel, but was utterly 
refused. Imade an appointment, on 
the shores of Bogs River where we re- 

ired with a cloud of witnesses, here 

administered the ordinance of bap- 
tism, the solemnities of eternity seem- 
ed to rest on the congregation and the 
Spirit of God on the candidates. The 
letters that have been ‘in circulation 
against br. Smith and a church, 
are now in every paper in this quarter; 
but I think they will do no harm, for 
honest men will lookin the bible for 
truth in preference to a News Paper. 


‘We the: high’ council of Kirtland, 


hereby inform Jacob Shibley, Daniel 
Brownwell, Peter Brownwell and Cor- 


nelius P. Lott, that we have w wn 
our fellowship from them: for’ 
ing the commandments of the Lord, 
until they make satisfaction. : 
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